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profound theological outlook than any of the ancients except
the Hebrew prophets.
At the same time there can be little question that the teaching
of Socrates no less than the teaching of the sophists was most
unsettling, particularly to the young. Some of them, like the
notorious Alcibiades, became a real danger to the state. For,
having learnt from Socrates to call established ideas in question,
they proceeded, unlike him, to put their own theories into
practice. They followed their individual judgement as against
the traditions of the past and gave rein to their selfish instincts
at the expense of the common weal. Aristophanes complained
bitterly that the manners and morals of the younger generation
were going to the dogs. As for Alcibiades, he relapsed into an
orgy of self-indulgence and eventually turned traitor to his
country.
Thus, indirectly at any rate, the New Learning of the sophists
was to prove the ruin of Greece. Slowly but surely it sapped
the strength of her people's character. In the succeeding epoch
the old sense of allegiance to the state decayed. Men no longer
placed the common welfare before their personal interest. Even
the Athenians grew lazy and preferred to hire mercenary troops
to fight their wars for them. The private houses of the rich began
to vie in splendour with public monuments. The history of the
fourth century is one sordid tale of mean intrigues, spiteful
revenges, and unscrupulous diplomacy. Each man tended to
become a law to himself; and the bonds which held the city-
state together were gradually loosened.
Such was the mournful outcome of the New Enlightenment.
Yet it had its nobler and more enduring side. For Socratesl
example was not wholly lost upon his countrymen. His pupiJl
Plato and other great philosophers carried on his earnest ancj
sincere pursuit of truth; and thus, while the political life al
Greece was ruined, her intellectual life received a stimulus ai»
inspiration which was to influence the thinkers of all succeeding

